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Welcome to The Uni- ter, we meet the de-
versity of Texas Solar mands of several key
Vehicles Team project assignments in
(UTSVT) 2009 Fall order to enhance our
newsletter. The nascent and well

UTSVT is a volunteer engineered solar car for
studentrun  organiza- competitio® the Sam-

tion committed to de- sung Solorean. The
veloping solar car rac- 2010 American Solar
ing vehicles. Members Challenge (ASC) is a
of the UTSVT are pri- demanding road race
marily undergraduate with little room for er-

students and represen ror. Beginning 19 June
a diverse range of engi- 2010, the ASC begins
neering majors. The in Tulsa, Oklahoma
UTSVT prioritizes pro- and traverses the Mid-
jects, sets concrete west, ending in Chi-
milestones, and moni- cago, lllinois on 27

tors results during June 2010.

weekly meetings. We QOptimizing the Sam-
represent The Univer- syng Solorean through-
Slty of Texas at Austin out the year IS essen-
(UT) in national solar tjal, especially before
car competitions and competition. At the
generate interest in the same time, UT students
exciting field of engi- participate in commu-
neering. Every semes- nity outreach programs

UTSVT Samsung Solorean at YPS Facility

to fulfill our commit-
ment to local schools
and advocate clean ent
ergy in addition to re-
newable resources.
Throughout the semes-
ter, students perform
crucial upgrade$ such
as designing a battery
protection system
(BPS) and revising sus-
pension componerds
that are pivotal to the
success of the team an(
the Samsung Solorean
in "raycing”. In the ac-
companying sections,
we revisit the Formula
Sun Grand Prix race
held last June, explore
our responsibility to
community  service,
discuss our achieve-
ments in fundraising,
and highlight the Sam-
sung Solorean's pivotal
upgrades.




In June 2009, the UTSVT competed in the Formula Sun Grand Prix.
University teams from all over the United States and Canada con-
verged on Cresson, Texas for this week long event. The Samsung
Solorean, driven by Erica Thorson, Sunny Yeung, and Benton
Greene, finished in eighth place and accomplished the second fastest
lap among the competition. Among our competitors, the Samsung
Solorean exhibited the best Global Positioning System (GPS) map,
an advanced electrical system, and an unmatched telemetry system
(i.,e. a remote method of reporting vehicle information). Interest-
ingly, Erica used our GPS map to help rescue an unwitting turtle
while driving on the tortuous track. Jerome Powell, now a UT
alumni, participated in the race and assisted the UTSVT with his ex-
pertise in electrical components alongside Fred Engelkemeir, an
electrical engineering student. Other team members participating in
the race were Cyrus A Bavarian, Dustin T Behnke, William C Dyce,
Steven Yang, as well as Professor Hallock.

UTSVT and Samsung Solorean at Formula Sun Grand Prix




